
 

 

“Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you;  
   before you were born I sanctified you;” 

- Jeremiah 1:5 

See bulletin for details... 



 

Our Worship Sites 
St. Francis of Assisi - 160 Main St.  

St. Peter - 107 East Main St.  

Sacred Heart - 116 Grove St.  

St. Mary - 85 Pulaski St. 

Offices  Pope Saint John Paul II  

Pastoral Center         

160 Main Street         

Torrington, CT 06790 

Office Hours  Monday thru Friday  

9am - 4pm 

Phone: 860-482-4433 

Fax: 860-489-4070 

SaintJohnPaulTheGreatParish@gmail.com  

Bulletin Requests: SaintJohnPaulTheGreatBulletin@gmail.com  

JohnPaulGreatParish.com  

4:00pm St. Peter 
 Mary Ur - 6 year Anniversary and Bill Ur  
 & Matthew Sellitto by family 

5:30pm St. Francis  
 Jim Lawler by family 
 

 7:30am St. Francis    
 George Bellott by Peggy Richard 

8:30am St. Peter 
 Deborah Cerruto by family 

10:00am St. Francis 

11:15am St. Peter             
 The Beecher Family by the Levicki Family 

12:30pm St. Francis    Mass in Spanish 
 Ida, Fiore, Carmine & Rose Madia by Catarina Madia 

5:00pm St. Peter   
 Peter S. Belli by the Holy Name Society 

 Saturday Vigil, January 20th 2017 
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Saint John Paul the Great Parish 

If you would like a ride to Mass,  
Northwestern CT Transit offers   

a Dial-A-Ride service.  
Please call 860-489-2535 for more info.  

Sanctuary Candle in remembrance of   
a loved one may be lit for $10/week 

4:00pm St. Peter 
 Louis DiGiovanni 11 year Anniversary 
 and Annel eise DiGiovanni by family 

5:30pm St. Francis  

 

 7:30am St. Francis    
 Irene & Antony Regis, Branislaw & Wanda Neski  
 and David Gracey, Jr. by Jeanne Gracey 

8:30am St. Peter 
 Robert Consolini by George & Terri Schram 

10:00am St. Francis 
 Gene Gisselbrecht by family 

11:15am St. Peter             
 Vincenzo Graziano and Teresa, Giuseppe, Giovannina  
 Canino by Giovannina & Francesco Nania 

12:30pm St. Francis    Mass in Spanish 
 Intentions of all parishioners 

5:00pm St. Peter   
 Daniel & Josephine Pietrafesa and  
 Leonard & Angie Pietrefase by Bill & Gen Pietrefase 
 

Monday 1/22 8:00am St. Francis  
 Laura Sieller by husband & children 

Tuesday 1/23 7:00am St. Peter   

 Intentions of all parishioners 

Wednesday 1/24 8:00am St. Francis 
 Frank J. Cisco by daughters Patti & Beth 

Thursday  1/25 7:00am St. Peter  
 Mary A. & Joseph G. Maciora by son Joseph 

Friday  1/26 8:00am St. Francis   

 Christopher Pepler  

No morning Mass  Saturday    1/27       
As of January 1, 2018 Saturday morning Mass  
will be celebrated only on 1st Saturdays 
 

 

Weekday Masses 

Sunday, January 21st 2017 Sunday, January 28th 2017 

Saturday Vigil, January 27th 2017 

Mass Intentions 
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My Dear Friends, 

Forty five years ago, the Supreme Court handed down its decision in the Roe v. Wade case, granting the right 

to have an abortion. Since that decision, the number of abortions has exceeded over 59 million. How many of 

those babies that were aborted could have been Catholic priests or nuns? How many could have been teachers, 

especially in areas where there is a shortage of teachers? How many could have been doctors or dentists? How 

many could have been politicians who would have sought the common good? Of course, this is a hypothetical 

game that we are playing here when in reality it doesn’t really matter what their professions would have been. 

The reality is that 59 million beating hearts were stopped. And let’s not deceive ourselves. That heart belonged 

to a person. That heart belonged to a person made in the image and likeness of God. That heart belonged to  

an individual that through his or her DNA had their personhood already developed. That heart belonged to a  

person who was loved by God. Our Christian faith reminds us that our God so loved the world that he  

entered into the world by taking on human flesh in the person of His Son, Jesus Christ. By the Incarnation,  

all humanity is sanctified, and the precious gift in the womb of the mother is a gift not only for the parents but 

for all mankind. God does not make garbage. Every child, whether the child is healthy or whether he suffers 

from Down’s Syndrome or autism or a variety of other health issues, that child is still precious in God’s eyes 

and his beating heart is still in need of love. It is the other heart, the heart of the mother that beats with her  

baby’s heart as she nourishes the baby with food so that the baby will develop as he is supposed to while in  

the womb. The different stages of human development do not make the child less of a child. Once the egg is 

fertilized, DNA appears and life begins. That life can be called any number of things e.g. zygote, embryo, fetus 

etc., but each one of us began our life in the same way. And that fertilized egg will not develop into anything 

other than a human being. In Torrington, we have a crisis pregnancy center called Two Hearts, which its  

mission is to help women keep their babies by offering help with clothes, diapers, food, etc. We are blessed to 

have this pregnancy center in Torrington to witness to the power of love and life. Two Hearts, which is named 

for the two hearts that beat, the mother’s and the baby’s in the womb, also references the two hearts of our 

Blessed Mother and her precious gift, our Lord Jesus Christ. The triumph of the Immaculate Heart and the  

Sacred Heart is for us the evidence of God’s love for mankind and for each and every person who is conceived. 

Let us pray that we as a society can once again remember that life is sacred from the moment of conception. 

Our Lady of Guadalupe, pray for us.  

Fr. John 

 
Nursing Home Mass Schedule  

2pm  

* Mass is for the Intentions of All Parishioners * 

† Mondays: 5-7pm at St. Peter  

† Tuesdays: 5-8pm at St. Francis 

† Wednesdays: 5-8pm at St. Francis  

† Thursdays: 5-8pm at St. Francis 

† Fridays: 5-8pm at St. Francis  

      (except 1st Friday of the month)     
_________________________________ 

 

“If people spent one  
  hour per week in  

  Eucharistic Adoration,  
     abortion would  
                be ended.” 

- Mother Teresa 
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St. Peter/St. Francis Cafe 

as St. John Paul the Great Parish 
welcomes  Deacon Ernest Scrivani,  

Director of the Office of Pastoral Planning 

as he presents 

Living as  
Missionary 

Disciples 
As a Church, we are called to be  
missionary disciples who know  
and live the faith and confidently share the Gospel. 
This missionary vision cannot be accomplished  
without shared effort by the whole church community.  
Pope Francis told us during his apostolic journey  
to the United States in 2015, “Our challenge today is . . .  
to foster a sense of collaboration and shared responsibility  
in planning for the future of our parishes and institutions.” 
Shared discernment and planning, rooted in prayer, marks 
the beginning of a fruitful effort at evangelization.  

BABYSITTING WILL BE AVAILABLE  
for children age 2 and up.  
Email JohnPaulGreatConfirmation@gmail.com  

by January 29th to Reserve a space for your child(ren) 

St. John Paul the Great Parish 

St. Peter/St. Francis Café 

 This is not a fundraiser, but just a time to come together to indulge on  

DECADENT PANCAKES loaded with SWEETS from our toppings bar. 

STRAWBERRIES, BLUEBERRIES, WHIPPED CREAM AND SYRUP ETC... 

We will have mask-making and a parade for the kids! 

While we’ll be rockin’ out with the Dean Crandley Band! 

FREE for all parishioners. DONATIONS will be accepted. 

Planning meeting Wednesday,  January 24th  

6pm at the JPII Pastoral Center 



 

Sacraments 
Sacrament of Marriage:  
Arrangements for Marriage are made by calling the Parish  
Office to schedule an appointment with one of the priests  
at least six months in advance of desired wedding date.  

Sacrament of the Sick:  
Anyone who is seriously ill, advanced in age or preparing for 
surgery may receive. Please call the Parish Office to arrange.  

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults:  
For adults who wish to become Catholic or for Catholic Adults 
who have not yet received the Sacraments of First Eucharist  
and Confirmation. Contact the Parish Office for more details. 

Sacrament of Baptism:  
Please call the Parish Office to arrange.  
Preparation class is held on the first Tuesday of the month,  
at 6:30 pm at the Pope Saint John Paul II Pastoral Center. 

Homebound or Hospitalized? 
If you, or someone you know is homebound and would like to 
receive Holy Communion, or hospitalized and would like a 

Staff 
 Pastor: Rev. John C. Granato 

 Parochial Vicar: Rev. Carlos Zapata 

 Deacons: Roy Dungan 

  Peter Hyde 

  Richard Hamel 
Religious Education  
  Grades K-5 860-482-3121 

  Jen Owens Cell: 860-307-2291 Call/TEXT 

  JohnPaulGreatReligousEd@gmail.com 

 Office of Youth Ministry  860-489-7899 

  Middle School EDGE/Youth Group  

  Marlene Carrier: Cell 860-309-7855 Call/TEXT 

  JohnPaulGreatYouth@gmail.com 

  High School Confirmation Program 

  Donna Puzacke: Cell 860-309-1900 Call/TEXT 

  JohnPaulGreatConfirmation@gmail.com 

Pastoral Minister:  Peg O’Meara 860-309-1707 

 Music Director: Francine Gryniuk 

 Organist: Bill Mackstutis 

 Office Staff: Anita Ressel 
  Toni Tavano,  
  Rose McMahon 

 Trustees: John Janco  
  Monica Diulio 
_____________________________________ 

St. Peter / St. Francis School Principal  
 Jo-Anne Gauger  860-489-4177 

In Need of Prayers? Please call... 
Cheryl at 860-618-3533 to be added to our Prayer Line. 
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Please pray for 
Ronald Barrante 

Bruce Betts 

Shirley Meyer 

Eleanor Rubino 

Amy Marie Walker 

recently deceased members 

of our parish family. 

God’s kingdom has drawn near.  

Come after Me.   
Jesus called  
Andrew and Peter  
and James and John.   
He calls still in our day.   
Are you willing to drop your nets,  
listen to the call, and follow him  
as a priest or religious?  
Call  Fr. Michael Casey,  Director of Vocations  

Archdiocesan Center at St. Thomas Seminary,  
860-242-5573 or email vocations@aohct.org  
or visit the web at www.hartfordpriest.com 

____________________ 

Contributions to our parish for  

the week of  January 7, 2018 

 $14,254.00 

____________________ 

When the High School Collection occurs  
in all parishes of the Archdiocese on the weekend  

of January 27/28, we ask for your participation  
in helping us reach our 2018 goal of $250,000. 

Your investment will yield significant results, since our 
Catholic high schools offer students exceptional academics, 

solid faith formation, and a true spirit of service.  
We deeply value your support of Catholic school education 

as we continue to form another generation in the faith. 
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Pro-Life Ministry 

Our Pro-Life Ministry will be  

collecting DIAPERS/WIPES 

This Weekend 
for TWO HEARTS in conjunction  

with our  January 22nd  
Prayerful Witness to Life. 

Two Hearts is the pro-life message  

of the Catholic Church in action. 

www.twoheartscenter.org 
 

on the 45th Anniversary of Roe vs. Wade 
The legalization of Abortion in America 

Let us stand together for the inalienable  

Right to Life… 

Immediately following the 8am Mass @ St. Francis  

We invite you to pray with us for an end to abortion and  
healing for those who have been involved in abortions. 

4pm Rachel Rosary 

5pm ProLife Speakers  
in front of St. Francis Church followed by a  

Candlelight procession  
to St. Peter Church for the  

6pm Mass in Reparation for Abortion 

 
 

will be hosting a public  

Open House 
Sunday, February 4th  

 at 2pm 
to share with the community  
the newly redesigned center. 

The open house will allow anyone interested, 

in seeing firsthand how the center operates 
and fulfills its mission of assisting  

mothers and children in need. 

 Two Hearts assists women facing an  

unplanned pregnancy or facing difficulty  
in providing the basic necessitates for  

their newborn children due to financial  

hardship or other domestic issues.   

Since its opening in 2012,  
Two Hearts has assisted approximately  

450 women and their children. 

Please take the time to view our facility,  

located in the old Sacred Heart Rectory  
and learn more about our mission. 

#PROLIFE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you are suffering from an abortion,  
experience the healing love of Jesus Christ  
on a Rachel's Vineyard Retreat weekend  

March 9-11 in Litchfield, CT.  
Participation is totally confidential and offers a 
beautiful opportunity to experience God's love,  
forgiveness and compassion.  

The fee for the weekend is $175 for meals,  

private room and all retreat materials.  

Scholarships are available for financial assistance.   

e-mail her at mlaffin@prolifeministry.org,  

or visit our website at www.rachelsvineyard.org  

mailto:mlaffin@prolifeministry.org
http://www.rachelsvineyard.org/
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Quoting Saint John Paul the Great,  
“Although each person lives in a particular concrete 
social and historical context, every human being is  
endowed with a dignity that must never be lessened, 
impaired or destroyed but must instead be respected 
and safeguarded, if peace is really to be built up.”    

You can help area food banks feed the hungry in  
our community by donating a non-perishable  

food item to our monthly food collections.   
Items such as PASTA, PASTA SAUCE,  

RICE, TUNA,  
MAC & CHEESE,  
CANNED FRUITS  
AND VEGETABLES,  
BEANS, JUICES,  
PEANUT BUTTER,  
JELLY and CEREAL  
may be left at any of the  

St. Francis or St. Peter  

the weekend of January 27th-28th  
Gift cards to area grocery stores are also greatly  

appreciated.  Many stores donate additional items  
when food banks make purchases with gift cards.   

Thank you for your continued support! 

Scripture Discussion Group 
 

Mondays from 6 – 7:30pm  
in the John Paul II Pastoral Center. 

Please enter through the kitchen door.  

“The ABC’s of ANNULMENT” 
Continues… Thursday, January 25th  

7-9pm at Sacred Heart Church  
Members of the Annulment Team will help participants  

in writing their application and follow-up at the 
next workshop on Thursday, February 1st  

A donation is requested to defray the cost of printed materials. 

NO REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED. 

Defending Our Religious Liberty 
Fifty years ago, the Second Vatican Council adopted  

a declaration on religious freedom called, Dignitatis  

Humanae. In it, it says that religious freedom includes  

the freedom to practice our faith in public. In our culture, 

some tend to think that religious liberty means only that 

individuals can worship without interference from the  

government. This understanding is inadequate.  

Religious schools, hospitals, and charities should be able 

to operate in accordance with their faith. Indeed, the work 

of these organizations is part and parcel of their faith.  

They are expressions of religious mission, and religions 

must have the space to live out their missions.  

Let us pray that legislators who work to replace the  

federal health care mandate will read and be inspired  

by Dignitatis Humanae. 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter 

For more information, call Dennis & Jane Lamondy  
at 860-481-3720 or visit them at https://wwmectw.org/ 

You are invited to  
join Fr. John  

Mondays from 12-1pm  

Sacred Heart  
for a holy hour  

Praying for priests.  

Litany to Christ the High Priest 
followed by Benediction 

National Migration Week 2018  
Take action to support DREAMers 

 Dear Parishioners: 
Archbishop Blair, and the Bishops of the Dioceses that 

form the Archdiocese of Hartford, have publicized a letter 

in support of the Dreamers – Men and women who came  

to live in the USA when they were children, received an  

education and a job here.  These brothers and sisters don’t  

know any other country; and are now being threatened  

by the new Immigration Policies.  The Bishops of the  

Archdiocese are asking all of us to offer support to the 

Dreamers, who are the beneficiaries of DACA, program 

that is now at risk of being terminated by the Government.  

Please sign a letter of support, by visiting the following: 

http://capwiz.com/justiceforimmigrants/issues/alert/?
alertid=79406 

On behalf of the Dreamers, THANK YOU. 

St. John Paul the Great  

Holy Name Society 
will meet on 

 

New members are warmly welcome! 
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† EUCARISTIA DOMINICAL 

SERVICIOS: POSIBILIDAD DE CONFESIONES,  

DIRECCION ESPIRITUAL, INSCRIPCION DE  
INTENCIONES PARA LA EUCARISTIA DOMINICAL,  
INFORMACION SOBRE LOS SACRAMENTOS  
DE BAUTISMO, PRIMERA COMUNION,  
CONFIRMACION, MATRIMONIO, QUINCEAÑERAS  
Y CATEQUESIS PARA ADULTOS.  

________________________________________ 

Todos los Martes       
5:30 – 6:30PM 

Centro de Pastoral Juan Pablo II  ________________________________________ 

CHARLAS PREBAUTISMALES 
Requisitos: Asistir  a la clase padres y padr inos. 
Traer el acta de nacimiento del niño (a). 
Si los padrinos son pareja, deben estar casados por la Iglesia. 
Llegar puntuales a la conferencia.  
Llenar el formato para la inscripción bautismal. 
Dar una donación voluntaria a la Parroquia por el Sacramento.  
Traer fija la fecha y la hora de la ceremonia del Bautismo.  

(Por favor llamar a la oficina para registrarse o al  
860-307-7343 - Lourdes -  

Charla Pre-Bautismal: 
3er Viernes de cada mes. 

Centro de Pastoral Juan Pablo II  
6:00 – 7:00PM 

Ceremonia De Bautismo: 
4to domingo de cada mes a la 12:30pm  

Servidores del Altar / Monaguillos:  
   Elvia Orellana 860-459-1837 
  Legion de Maria: Jose Guambana 860-485-5473 
  Evangelizacion: Orlando Orellana 860-806-4522 
  Liturgia/Sacristia: Roberto Castillo 860-491-0200 
 RICA/Ministerios Musicales/Catequesis:   
   Lourdes Rodriguez 860-307-7343 
  Pastoral Social: Doris Ramirez 860-459-6658 
 Ministros Extraordinarios de la Comunion:   
   Carmen Fernandez 860-921- 3408 
  Monitores y Lectores: Sonia Sanchez 860-307- 8349 
 Ujieres/Ministros de Acogida:  
   Honorato Nunez 860-459 - 0036 
  Pastoral Familiar: Yuneris Owens 860-307-2291  
  Movimiento Juan XXIII: Maria Colon 860-387-8133 

Grupos Apostolicos 

Y Coordinadores Pastoral Hispana 

Movimiento Juan XXIII 
7 PM Martes. En las instalaciones de Sacred Heart 
Church  (ubicada detrás del templo de Sacred Heart) 

El Movimiento Juan XXIII busca trabajar por aquellos 
alejados de la Iglesia y marginados de la sociedad, 

anunciándoles el Evangelio, mediante una espiritualidad 
de auténtico servicio, enmarcada en el Amor,  

la Entrega y el Sacrificio y expresada en esta opción  
de vida: “Con Cristo Todo, Sin Cristo Nada”. 

   _________________________________________ 

Monday, January 22nd  

Please join us at any time during the day  

in front of St. Francis Church for 

Peaceful, prayerful, loving witness to LIFE… 

Let us stand together for the inalienable  

Right to Life… 
_________________________________________ 

March 2nd - 4th  

Sacred Heart University  

This is an amazing weekend! 
Students from grades 9-12 come together to  

get to know other teens in Christ through fun-filled group 
discussions, talks, videos, games and more.  

RSVP by February 12th / Cost $50  
Financial assistance is ALWAYS available.  _________________________________________ 

 
STEUBENVILLE EAST 

Hosted by  TEEN 

UMass Lowell - Lowell, MA 

July 13-15,  2018  
Open to all students entering in the fall. 

 Teens will come to experience a relationship with Christ  
that can radically transform everything in their life. The goal of every 

Steubenville Conference is for teens to open their hearts to Jesus Christ 
who desires  their lives to be fulfilling, exciting, & joyful!   

Evangelistic in nature, these weekend conferences are both   
a great “introduction” to the Gospel message for new or younger  

teens, while offering deep & moving experiences of prayer  
& fellowship for our Youth Group regulars. 

Don't miss your chance to take part of this weekend! 

$150 PLUS a commitment to FUNDRAISING 

$50 Deposit – followed by 4 monthly installments of $25 

(3 Faith Commitments) 

Financial assistance is ALWAYS available.  

Comunidad Hispana 

 

 

 Monday 22nd Pro-LIFE Adoration/Rosary/Mass  

 Thursday 25th ABC’s of Annulment  

  Week at a glance... 

See bulletin for details. 

Youth Ministry  

Marlene Carrier 860-309-7855  
JohnPaulGreatYouth@gmai l .com  

Donna Puzacke Cell 860-309-1900 
JohnPaulGreatConf i rmat ion@gmai l .com
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$5 Donation Pizza/Soda/Ice cream   

MUST RSVP by noon on day of event 

Marlene Carrier  Cell 860-309-7855 call/text 

WELCOME 9-11am  

Come tour our school  
and see our students in action!  

January is also Catholic Schools Month!  
In addition to Welcome Wednesdays  

there is an OPEN HOUSE on  

Sunday, January 28th 
from 11am to 1pm 

Visit our science and technology labs! 

Watch our students in physical education class!  

Visit each classroom from Pre-K to Junior High  

Meet our teachers!  

Learn about our afterschool program  
and extracurricular activities!  

Tuition assistance available  

ST. PETER/ST. FRANCIS SCHOOL  
360 Prospect Street - Torrington     860-489-4177  

Check out our Facebook page!  

spsfschool.net 

EDGE is a Catholic Youth Ministry Program for 6th, 7th and 8th graders 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Also join us in the Upper Room for 
1st Saturdays Middle School 6-9pm @St. Peter Hall “Upper Room” 

2nd Saturdays High School 6-10pm @St. Peter Hall “Upper Room” 

Volleyball/Basketball/Dodgeball 
Wii Just Dance/Air Hockey/Foosball 

St. Peter/St. Francis School utilizes a multi-age model for students from Pre-Kindergarten through Junior High. 

The students are challenged academically and enlightened spiritually, while learning to respect and serve 

others in a nurturing environment based on the Roman Catholic faith. 


